
International Day of Plant Health 2024
Impact Report
Once again, the world witnessed an outstanding  
demonstration of the critical role of plant health in our  
lives, through the observance of the third International  
Day of Plant Health (IDPH) on 12 May 2024. 

This year, IDPH highlighted the urgency of  
prioritizing plant health for sustainable economies  
and livelihoods. It reflected the importance of all  
stakeholders collaborating to protect plants and plant  
resources from pests and diseases, which impact  
global food security, international trade in crop  
commodities and economic growth. 

Numerous diverse activities were held all over the world. 
From webinars, international conferences and tree planting 
to social media campaigns, exhibitions, and TV contests, 
IDPH 2024 was a unique unifying opportunity for the global 
community to raise awareness about plant health. 

Governments, legislators, private sector players, farmers, 
students, donors, nonprofit organizations, researchers and 
even children used their most appropriate and available 
platforms to make the case for plant health action now  
and to observe IDPH.  
 
From Malaysia and Vietnam to New Zealand and  
Tanzania, year’s IDPH underscored a shared commitment 
to a message that resonates deeply: healthy plants are the 
foundation of a healthy planet and without plants, there 
is no life. This year’s IDPH commemoration successfully 
galvanized a movement towards innovative solutions and 
leadership in plant health, reminding the world that  
indeed, plants are the cornerstone of life on Earth.

12 May



Australia  
The Plant Biosecurity Research  
Initiative organized a Symposium  
on plant biosecurity, research,  
development and extension.

Belgium 
The Belgian Presidency of the  
Council of the European Union  
hosted an International Conference 
on plant health without borders.

Ireland 
The Department of Agriculture,  
Food and Marine organized an  
International Day of Plant  
Health Conference.

Germany 
The University of Freiburg  
organized podcasts on the  
relevance of research in plant  
growth, nutrient uptake  
and resilience.

Cyprus
The Ministry of Agriculture held 
awareness-raising activities for  
children at a forest park and  
promoted the event on radio  
and on social media.

Kenya 
Mombasa County had a  
tree planting exercise. 

Mali 
The Ministry of Agriculture, 
national plant protection  
organization (NPPO) and FAO  
in Mali organized a plant health  
info and awareness workshop.

United Kingdom of 
 Great Britain and  
Northern Ireland 
Safer trade quiz.

United Kingdom 
The Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs organized 
the 4th National Plant Health Week, 
involving  32 organizations that  
have formally signed the Public  
Engagement in Plant Health accord.  
Other activities included social 
media posts, blogs, in-person events, 
press launches, videos, production of  
materials for children and webinars.

Sudan
The General Plant Protection  
Directorate organized a one-day 
workshop on plant health and  
sustainable food production.

Switzerland
The International Seed  
Federation (ISF) launched a social 
media campaign to raise awareness 
about the vital role plant health 
plays in sustaining ecosystems,  
food security, and biodiversity.

Africa
The African Union Inter-Africa  
Phytosanitary Council organized  
and International Day of Plant  
Health webinar and promoted  
it on social media.

Eritrea 
The Ministry of Agriculture  
organized a national conference 
which was televised. 

Chile
Conducted a social media campaign 
to highlight the importance of plant 
health to the general public.

Ghana  
Maphlix Trust Farms and the  
Federation of Association of  
Ghana Exporters organized a  
public awareness campaign  
that included a street parade.

EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD

https://kaigi.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/plant-biosecurity-research-symposium-2024/pbri2024/Agenda
https://purews.inbo.be/ws/portalfiles/portal/105064231/Plant_Health_Without_Borders_Programme.pdf
https://x.com/agriculture_ie/status/1788234312648638535
https://kommunikation.uni-freiburg.de/pm/expertendienst/international-plant-health-day-understanding-in-the-laboratory-what-happens-in-the-field
https://www.facebook.com/AgricultureCY/posts/pfbid0bt9xt3hkhrReycv3Q9JNdptLU6KuBSfMoenJ2nc4EcwQJcyoeEfnAg1aRrSGiCPJl?rdid=GskPkFFFpIDXfCvF
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1571498636749480&external_log_id=e5fcddff-5163-448b-a958-fed0bf83c3e0&q=plant%20health%20day
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=390111887370113&id=100091139144453&mibextid=qi2Omg&rdid=IzKkE0hrB9NvNPg8
https://www.bspp.org.uk/safer-trade-quiz-bspp-in-association-with-the-plant-health-and-seed-inspectors-phsi-for-animal-and-plant-health-agency-apha/
https://planthealthaction.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/public-urged-to-join-collective-action-to-protect-plant-health
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/public-urged-to-join-collective-action-to-protect-plant-health
https://x.com/APHAgovuk/status/1789566268515004578
https://x.com/APHAgovuk/status/1789566268515004578
https://forestrycommission.blog.gov.uk/2024/05/11/responding-to-ash-dieback-assessing-your-risk-and-what-you-can-do/
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=3105866092882224&id=100003765925615&mibextid=oFDknk&rdid=PcIAYr32CEMrPoB2
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=3105866092882224&id=100003765925615&mibextid=oFDknk&rdid=PcIAYr32CEMrPoB2
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/international-seed-federation_isf-looks-back-on-seed-health-milestones-activity-7195362086707757056--EPB/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.youtube.com/live/uy-pJthwG_w
https://fb.watch/sHIgGjxQbb/
https://shabait.com/2024/05/11/international-day-for-plant-health-observed-at-national-level/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EJvjKaFFvs
https://www.instagram.com/p/C64hZdHRlvO/?igsh=bXl3bW1sc2s4ampv&img_index=1
https://ghnewshub.com/2024/05/14/plant-health-industry-players-call-for-national-action/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T4pBCaxQ7HuoSw6wk3fSc6HGk3RvbzKN


India 
Tree planting and poster  
making with university students.

Italy  
Universita della Studi di Bari  
organized an IDPH webinar. 

Korea
The Animal and Plant Quarantine 
Agency produced an awareness  
video, operated a exhibition  
center to promote IDPH and  
held a children›s poster contest.

Tanzania
The Food and Agriculture  
Organization (FAO) and the  
Tanzania Plant Health and  
Pesticide Authority (TPHPA)  
organized a three-day  
exhibition in Arusha and  
promoted it on social media.

The Czech Republic 
Crop Life conducted a social  
media campaign, highlighted IDPH in 
its newsletter reaching about  65,000 
people and organized a children’s 
activity in the National Agricultural 
Museum in Ostrava.

Canada
Produced a Plant Health Day  
podcast featuring a legislative officer 
of the plant protection division of the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency.

St Lucia 
Staff of the National Agricultural Diag-
nostic Facility conducted  
a plant clinic in Babonneau  
farming community.

Europe 
The European Food Safety  
Authority (EFSA) conducted the  
#PlantHealth4Life awareness  
campaign to promote the vital  
link between plant health and  
our everyday lives.

MEDIA COVERAGE
Asia FAO puts focus on the importance  
of technology for IDPH.

Bahrain marks Day of Plant Health.

Canada Bolsters Plant Health Protection  
on International Day - Mirage News.

Czech Republic  Nejnovější zprávy z  
oblasti ochrany rostlin (mailchi.mp).

Eritrea News in English for May 10,  
2024 ERi-TV; Arabic Evening News.

Ghana Plant health day: Scientists call for funding  
for study on emerging diseases.

India  TNAU advocates collaborative efforts to tackle pests, 
climate change on International Day of Plant Health.

Saudi Arabia Imam Turki Bin Abdullah Royal Reserve 
marks International Day of Plant Health.

St. Lucia Celebrating International Plant Health Day.

United Arab Emirates FAO puts focus on importance  
of technology for International Day of Plant Health.

African Union - Celebrating the International 
Day of Plant Health 2024 – AU-IAPSC.

Cook Islands - Department of Agriculture  
to celebrate international day of plant health.

Canada - Ways to protect plants, forests and agriculture.

CGIAR - International Day of Plant Health.

France - Exploring the role of SynTech Research Group in  
digital technology on International Day of Plant Health.

Indonesia - The One Biosecurity concept in research.

Ireland - International Day of Plant Health conference. 

Japan - International Day of Plant Health.

Switzerland - Geneva Environment Network.

*United States of America - International Day of Plant Health 
recognizes the vital role of plants in sustaining life.

UN Convention on Biological Diversity -  
International Day of Plant Health.

United States of America - Understanding in the  
laboratory what happens in the field.

Global - Raising awareness to preserve germplasm is crucial to 
combat climate challenge, malnutrition and food insecurity.

ONLINE ARTICLES AND BLOGS

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1719157412256810&set=pcb.1719157712256780
https://www.uniba.it/it/ricerca/dipartimenti/disspa/notizie-ed-eventi/eventi/13-5-2024-international-day-of-plant-health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r57VTCrfP1g
https://www.fao.org/tanzania/news/detail-events/en/c/1696084/#:~:text=Arusha%253A%2520The%2520Food%2520and%2520Agriculture,May%252012th%2520each%2520year.
https://www.fao.org/tanzania/news/detail-events/en/c/1696084/#:~:text=Arusha%253A%2520The%2520Food%2520and%2520Agriculture,May%252012th%2520each%2520year.
https://x.com/FAOTanzania/status/1788847062068465944
https://www.facebook.com/share/zDBAKvuDrdCpjank/
https://mailchi.mp/81ee79b1b2d1/nejnovj-zprvy-z-oblasti-ochrany-rostlin-10934256?e=6449fa9025
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/962-the-shift-with-patty-handy-100700683/episode/plant-health-day-is-sunday-175190365/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeQ98muZ88k
https://x.com/EFSA_EU/status/1789566458214658409
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/travel/tripideas/fao-puts-focus-on-importance-of-technology-for-international-day-of-plant-health/ar-BB1mcEis?ocid=finance-verthp-feeds
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/travel/tripideas/fao-puts-focus-on-importance-of-technology-for-international-day-of-plant-health/ar-BB1mcEis?ocid=finance-verthp-feeds
https://www.gdnonline.com/Details/1071978
https://www.miragenews.com/canada-bolsters-plant-health-protection-on-1231743/#google_vignette
https://mailchi.mp/81ee79b1b2d1/nejnovj-zprvy-z-oblasti-ochrany-rostlin-10934256?e=6449fa9025&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lzy2Gb8_QKpYQdI8dl_ko2eS714rZ8xWGKRImZlRLF0EFo_KOUvGlFNU_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EJvjKaFFvs
https://gna.org.gh/2024/05/plant-health-day-scientists-call-for-funding-for-study-on-emerging-diseases/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/tnau-advocates-collaborative-efforts-to-tackle-pests-climate-change-on-international-day-of-plant-health/article68174631.ece
https://spa.gov.sa/en/N2101762
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1405874140813284&external_log_id=e5fcddff-5163-448b-a958-fed0bf83c3e0&q=plant%20health%20day
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/13wran6-fao-puts-focus-importance-technology-for
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/13wran6-fao-puts-focus-importance-technology-for
https://auiapsc.org/2024/05/24/celebrating-the-international-day-of-plant-health-2024/
https://magneticmediatv.com/2024/05/department-of-agriculture-to-celebrate-international-day-of-plant-health-observance/
https://www.canada.ca/en/food-inspection-agency/news/2024/05/explore-ways-to-protect-canadas-plants-forests-and-agriculture-on-the-international-day-of-plant-health.html
https://www.cgiar.org/news-events/event/international-day-of-plant-health/
https://syntechresearch.com/news/international-plant-health-day-2024-plant-health-safe-trade-and-digital-technology/
https://syntechresearch.com/news/international-plant-health-day-2024-plant-health-safe-trade-and-digital-technology/
https://rdi.or.id/article-blog/international-day-of-plant-health-2024-plant-health-safe-trade-and-digital-technology/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7d88d-international-day-of-plant-health-conference-2024-8th-may/
https://www.jircas.go.jp/en/program/proc/blog/20240510
https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/resources/updates/international-day-of-plant-health/
https://thursd.com/articles/international-day-of-plant-health
https://www.cbd.int/article/day-of-plant-health-2024
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1043797
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1043797
https://www.hortidaily.com/article/9625599/raising-awareness-to-preserve-germplasm-is-crucial-to-combat-climate-challenge-malnutrition-and-food-insecurity/


VIDEOS

CGIAR 
CGIAR video: #RootForTheBest   
was a call to action to safeguard 
plant health. 

African Union  
International Day of  
Plant Health webinar.

South Africa
Plant Health and Protection
by the Agriculture Research  
Council (ARC) video .

Turks and Caicos
Observing International  
Day of Plant Health.

International Seed Federation 
This video focuses on how the 
seed industry leverages digital 
technologies to ensure the safe  
trade of seeds internationally.

Pakistan 
Promoting machine learning to 
predict pest attacks on sugarcane.

Vietnam
CropLife produced a video on the 
Importance of plant health. 

New Zealand 
The Ministry for Primary  
Industries produced a Public  
service announcement  
on e-commerce.

Global 
Euphresco III network, the 
International Centre for Advanced 
Mediterranean Agronomic Studies 
of Bari (CIHEAM Bari) and the Plant 
Biosecurity Initiative organized the 
Plant Health TV Video Contest to 
showcase the outstanding work  
of early career researchers.

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS
UN Convention on Biological Diversity - Statement on IDPH 2024 

India - Memorandum from the Directorate of Plant Quarantine and Storage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxV46q81f1k
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=5178842912206311&external_log_id=e5fcddff-5163-448b-a958-fed0bf83c3e0&q=plant%20health%20day
https://fb.watch/shHhrLRiN5/
https://fb.watch/shHhrLRiN5/
https://www.youtube.com/live/uy-pJthwG_w
https://www.youtube.com/live/uy-pJthwG_w
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=7858582867527969&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/CropLifeVietnam/videos/805828711136539
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=812880400298066&external_log_id=e5fcddff-5163-448b-a958-fed0bf83c3e0&q=plant%20health%20day
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=812880400298066&external_log_id=e5fcddff-5163-448b-a958-fed0bf83c3e0&q=plant%20health%20day
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=812880400298066&external_log_id=e5fcddff-5163-448b-a958-fed0bf83c3e0&q=plant%20health%20day
https://www.iamb.it/news-events/international-day-of-plant-health-video-contest-3rd-edition-of-the-plant-health-tv-research-that-helps-plant-health/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/speech/2024/sp-2024-05-12-planthealth-en.pdf
https://ppqs.gov.in/sites/default/files/observance_of_international_day_of_plant_health_2024.pdf

